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numbers besides them, without any formal and sys-
tematic knowledge, almost instinctively discriminate
between natural and supernatural events. Here
science has little advantage over common sense; a
peasant is quite as certain that a resurrection from
the dead is miraculous as the most able physiologist^
The original witnesses of our Saviour's Miracles
were very far from a dull or ignorant race. The inhabi-
tants of a maritime and border country, as Galilee was,
engaged, moreover, in commerce, composed of natives
of various countries, and, therefore, from the nature of
the case, acquainted with more than one language, have
necessarily their intellects sharpened and their minds
considerably enlarged, and are of all men least disposed
to acquiesce in marvellous tales.0 Such a people must
have examined before they suffered themselves to be
excited in the degree which the Evangelists describe.*

b It has been observed, that more suitable witnesses could
not be selected of the fact of a miraculous draught of fishes
than the fishermen of the lake wherein it took place.

c See Less, Opuscul.

d If, on the other hand, we would see with how unmoved an
unconcern men receive accounts of miracles, when they be-
lieve them to be events of every-day occurrence, we may turn
to the conduct of the African Christians in the Age of Austin,
whom that Father in vain endeavoured to interest in miraculous
stories of relics, etc., by formal accounts,and certificates oJ
the cures wrought by them. (See Middleton, p. 138.) The stir,
then, which the miracles of Christ made in Galilee implies,
that they were not received with an indolent belief. It mus
be noticed, moreover, in opposition to the statement of some